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garten system with some suggestions 
as to a possible combination. It is 
noteworthy that Miss Hill in her kinder- 
garten report, which we have already 
discussed, advocates some use of the 
Montessori material. 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

i. To what extent is the American 
school a real democracy ? 

2. Is the Bible a literature of social 
experience? If so, what does this imply 
as to its religious value ? 

3. Would it be desirable for the church 
to have a school for three hours on Sunday 
morning with significant activities related 
to the social needs of the children? 

4. A certain child stated that he liked 
the day kindergarten but not the Sunday 
kindergarten. Is there anything in the 
kindergarten that is not suitable for Sun- 
day? 



5. Is there any danger of the progressive 
kindergarten losing something of the re- 
ligious quality which Froebel considered 
so important ? 

6. What could be done in our tenements 
for establishing "children's houses," in 
which the life of the children would be di- 
rected eight or nine hours a day ? 

7. What points in the Montessori system 
seem to be suggestive for American children ? 

SOME FURTHER WORKS 

John Dewey, The Child and the Curriculum. 

Irving King, Social Aspects of Education. 

Perry, Wider Use of the School Plant. 

Griggs, Moral Education. 

M. V. O'Shea, Social Development and Edu- 
cation. 

Friedrich Froebel, Education of Man. 

Bowen, Froebel and Education through Self- 
Activity. 

Foster, The Kindergarten in the Church. 



SUGGESTIONS TO LEADERS OF CLASSES USING 

THE ORIGIN AND TEACHING OF THE 

NEW TESTAMENT BOOKS 



In presenting the work of the current 
month the leader will find a wonderful 
opportunity to emphasize the essential 
principle which lies back of the entire course 
of study which the class has pursued, viz., 
the historical conditions out of which any 
individual book arose, and the color given 
to the book because of current thought at 
the time of its origin. A lifetime of study 
is necessary to get the fullest appreciation 
of this principle as illustrated in the Gospel 
of John, but the most artificial student of 
this course cannot fail to catch something 
of the principle and to find his sense of the 
personality back of the book enhancing its 
living interest and value to him. 

It happens that two interesting poems 
from the pen of Robert Browning are asso- 



ciated with this book — "Karshish, the 
Arab Physician," which gives a most inter- 
esting conception of the attitude of a con- 
temporary physician toward the story of the 
raising of Lazarus, and "The Death in the 
Desert," which is the result of the poet's 
meditation upon the last hours of John the 
disciple. We consider that a review of 
these poems in this connection would add 
still further interest to the study of John's 
Gospel. 

We also suggest that a good deal of time 
be spent in the latter part of the month on 
the discussion of the value of the historical 
study of the Bible. Members of the group 
should be pushed to the point of expressing 
themselves as to what it really means, and 
what it has contributed to their own appre- 
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ciation of the New Testament. The close 
of the year's work should leave them with 
such an impression of the value of this 
method that they will recognize its bearing 
in all future Bible study. 

If members of the group have not had 
a survey of the Old Testament from the 
historical point of view, this course should 
lead them to undertake such a study and 
so complete their general impression of each 
book of the Bible. Only after a survey of 
this kind can one truly differentiate between 
what is temporary and what is permanent 
in the teaching of the biblical books, and 
so take up into their own religion the 
principles which will vitalize and strengthen 
it. In the two programs which follow no 
special task has been assigned for the leader, 
because it seemed best to leave him free to 
discuss any phase of the work most needed 
for the group which he is leading. It will 
also be noted that there are many more 
questions for discussion noted in the pro- 
grams than has ordinarily been the case. 

Program I 

Members: (i) How important is it that 
we should know whether John or one of his 
followers was the author of the Gospel of 
John? (2) Has this gospel become the 
favorite among Christians? If so, why? 

(3) If you had lived in the first century, 
would you have been a believer in John the 
Baptist, or in Jesus, as the Messiah? Why ? 

(4) Why were second-century Christians so 
concerned with the divinity of Christ when 
those of the first century had not so greatly 
emphasized it? (5) When in the teaching 
of Jesus according to John may eternal life 
begin? (6) Reading of the Lazarus story, 
chap. 11. (7) Reading of Browning's 
"Karshish, the Arab Physician." 

Program II 

Members: (1) A study of the characters 
which appear in the last week of Jesus' 
life as the author of John presents them: 



Peter, Mary of Bethany, Pilate, Judas, 
John the disciple. (2) The prayer discourse 
of Jesus. (3) The picture of Jesus pre- 
sented by the Gospel of John alone, and an 
estimate of our loss in case we had no 
other gospels to depend upon. (4) The use 
of the Gospel of John for evangelistic pur- 
poses. 

Questions for discussion: (1) Practical 
results which have been obtained from the 
study of this course. (2) Of what impor- 
tance is it to the understanding of biblical 
books to know the history which lies back of 
them? (3) Does such study increase or 
diminish the religious value of the books for 
our own day ? 

REFERENCE READING 

Weizsacker, The Apostolic Age of the Chris- 
tian Church, II, 206-40; von Soden, The History 
of Early Christian Literature, pp. 374-459; 
Weiss, Manual of Introduction to the New Tes- 
tament, pp. 35S - 4 01 ; Peake, Critical Intro- 
duction to the New Testament, pp. 170-228; 
Julicher, Introduction to the New Testament, pp. 
383-429; Moffatt, Introduction to the New Tes- 
tament, pp. 475-82, 515-619; Scott, The Apolo- 
getic of the New Testament, Lecture 5; Wrede, 
The Origin of the New Testament, pp. 75-91, 
115; Burton, Short Introduction to the Gospels, 
chap, v; Pullan, The Gospels, pp. 243-316. 
Note below the large number of important books 
entirely devoted to the discussion of the Gospel 
of John. Worseley, The Fourth Gospel and the 
Synoptists; Sanday, The Criticism of the Fourth 
Gospel; Drummond, The Character and Author- 
ship of the Fourth Gospel; Stevens, The Johannine 
Theology; Luthard, St. John, the Author of the 
Fourth Gospel; Wrede, The Gospel according to 
John; Gloag, Introduction to the Johannine 
Writings; Schmeidel, The Johannine Writings; 
Scott, The Fourth Gospel. Volumes on the Gos- 
pel of John may be found in the Expositor's 
Bible, the Century Bible, the Cambridge Bible for 
Schools and Colleges; and in the International 
Critical Commentary, a volume on the Johannine 
Epistles. Hastings' four-volume Dictionary of 
the Bible contains articles on the Gospels, John 
the Apostle, and the Epistles of John; Hastings' 
Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels, an article 
on John the Apostle, and the Gospel of John. 



